le guide

\\[\\t\\L\ﬁ\\\\Q\\\L\\ \\\\\Q\\&\\Q\\&\\\E\\\\&@\\\\\ \§\§\§

his Stowe guide explains the administrative process you take to dissolve a marriage in the

children and to resolve any financial issues.

eyes of the law. It is important you seek additional legal advice to make arrangements for any

This is a legal document which sets out the details of the parties, their marriage and the reason the applicant
believes it has irretrievably broken down. Filing this document with the courts currently costs £593.

The court will inform you when they have received your petition. If everything is in order,
they will send a copy of the petition to your spouse. They are referred to as the ‘respondent’ in divorce cases.

fails to file an Acknowledgement of Service.

The respondent has seven days to acknowledge
the receipt of the divorce petition. To do this, they
must complete a straightforward form called an
‘Acknowledgment of Service'. This mostly consists
of a series of yes or no questions. They will be
asked if they agree that the courts of England and
Wales have jurisdiction over their divorce and if

they plan to defend the divorce or not. In most

cases, the divorce is not defended.
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arranges to have the documents personally served
on the respondent. Alternatively, applications to the
court can be made for other types of service.
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The divorce process
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sends a copy of the respondent’s Acknowledgement
of Service to petitioner.

a statement in support of the divorce petition and application for decree nisi if the divorce is undefended.
Once the Acknowledgment of Service has been completed, returned to the court and a copy has been sent to you,

it is now time to apply for a decree nisi.

If undefended the petitioner then files a statement in support of the divorce petition and application for decree nisi.
The court will then consider whether a decree nisi can be made.

is pronounced. This is the first of two steps to bring your marriage to an end. It is still possible for you to
change your mind about the divorce at this stage or at any point up to the pronouncement of decree absolute.
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Once the decree nisi has been pronounced, you can apply after six weeks to have the decree absolute approved.
If this does not occur within this timeframe, you will remain married.
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for the decree absolute, the respondent can apply for decree absolute six weeks and one day
on notice three months and one day after the petitioner after pronouncement of decree nisi.
could have first applied to the court for the
decree absolute and a fee of £155 is payable.
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on application for decree absolute.

until outstanding matters, including financial and child arrangements are finalised,
you may be advised not to apply.

Application Granted

Decree Absolute Issued

This officially brings your marriage to an end. While the decree absolute is technically separate from your
financial setlement, the two are linked. If you and your spouse are having difficulty sorting out your finances going forward
this will not necessarily delay the divorce. However, any settlement that is put in place will not take effect until
decree absolute has been pronounced.

Call our Client Care Team on 0330 838 7456

to speak with one of our specialist family lawyers

@ suide

or visit www.stowefamilylaw.co.uk



